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                                          Twentieth Century Literature (1900 - 1945) 

A Course Outline 

This course would focus on British and other European literatures of the first half of the 

twentieth century. Students would be introduced to literary modernism as a concept as well as 

a movement through a study of representative modernist texts. A context-study of the 

beginning and subsequent developments in literary modernism would enhance the students’ 

understanding of the particular socio-cultural forces at work at the time and the ways it 

impacted the contemporary literary texts. The study of the texts would cover all the genres - 

poetry, drama, novel, short story and non-fictional prose. Through critical and analytical 

readings of the texts students are meant to develop an appreciation of the aesthetics and literary 

conventions of modernism. 

 

Unit 1 - Poetry 

T. S. Eliot – The Waste Land 

Ezra Pound - ‘In a Station of the Metro’, ‘And the Days Are Not Full Enough’ 

W. B. Yeats – ‘Wild Swans at Coole’, ‘Easter, 1916’, ‘The Second Coming’ 

Rainer Maria Rilke – ‘The Waking’ 

Wilfred Owen – ‘Strange Meeting’, ‘Futility’ 

Siegfried Sassoon – ‘Suicide in the Trenches’ 

W.H. Auden – ‘Out on the lawn I lie in bed’, ‘Musee des Beaux Arts’ 

Paul Valery – ‘The Spinner’ 

Unit 2 – Drama 

Luigi Pirandello – Six Characters in Search of an Author 

J.M. Synge – The Playboy of the Western World 

Unit 3 – Novels 

Albert Camus – The Plague 

Virginia Woolf – To the Lighthouse 

 



Unit 4 – Short Stories 

James Joyce – ‘Araby’ 

Katherine Mansfield – ‘The Doll’s House’ 

 

Unit 5 – Non-fictional prose 

T.S.Eliot – ‘Hamlet and His Problems’ 

Herbert Read – The Meaning of Art (excerpts) 
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